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Columbia Railway. 


The Columbia railway is eighty-two mileslong. It 
was commenced in 1828, but owing to a want of ap- 


propriations, and various causes over which the Canal | 
Commissioners had no control, the completion of it has | 


been unreasonably delayed. They are now, however, 
enabled to inform the Legislature, that a single track 
over the whole road, and the second track on twenty- 
two miles of the eastern end of it, will be laid and rea- 
dy for use by the first day of January, 1834, unless 
they are disappointed in receiving a quantity of iron 
that has been shipped in England, and is daily expect- 
ed at Philadelphia. 

The jurisdiction of the superintendent who had 
charge of the eastern end of the road, was, within the 
last year, extended over the whole line; and as the en- 
gineer by whom the road was located, and under whose 
directions the construction of it had progressed until 
the date of the last report, has since then died, another 


engineer has been appointed, who took charge of the | 


road on the first day of last March. 


On the sixteenth of February, 1833, the act passed 
appropriating one million one hundred and eleven thou- 
sand nine hundred and fifty-eight dollars and seventy- 
eight cents, for prosecuting the work. Directions 
were immediately given by the Board, to the superin- 
tendent of the road, to enter into a contract or con- 


tracts for procuring iron, and on the fourteenth of 


March, orders were transmitted to England for rails, | 


chairs, bolts and wedges for one track; and soon after- 
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The grading and mechanical work belonging to the 
road bed formation, on the other sixty miles, including 
: the great viaducts over Valley creek and West Brandy- 

wine, the deep cut at the gap, and the side road through 
‘the city of Lancaster, are so nearly finished, that in all 
‘the month of December next, rails may be laid upon 
the whole road. Se 
The ‘‘deep cut,” through a gap of the Mine ridge 
_between Lancaster and Chester counties, has proved 
| the most difficult job that has ever been undertaken on 
) the public works of the State; for in all other cases, 
skill and labor, time and perseverance,have vanquished 
| the most formidable obstacles; but the deep cut, (which 
| was originally designed to be about half a mile long, 
and thirty seven feet deep, at the highest point, dimi- 
| nishing to common cutting at the ends, ) has bid defiance 
| to the skill of the engineer, and the laborious exertions 
| of several contractors. After opening the ground a 
| few feet from the surface, a quick-sand of the worst 
kind was encountered, that would have required at 
least two years to remove, at an unknown expenditure, 
| but probably not less than two hundred thousand dol- 
| lars. 
The railway was graded up for several miles on each 
side of the gap, at the maximum of thirty feet rise to 
the mile. It was, therefore, with extreme reluctance, 
‘after a protracted effort to remove the quicksand had 
‘failed, that the grade of the road was raised for three- 
| fourths of a mile on each side of the summit, at the rate 
| of forty-five feet per mile. ‘The work is now progress- 
ling rapidly. The rails through the deep cut will rest 
| upon firm piles driven through the quicksand. 
| Steam engines are preparing for the two inclined 
‘planes. The one for the Columbia plane is nearly fi- 


wards, orders were forwarded for iron for the second | nished, and is estimated at forty horse power; and the 
track on the sixty miles. To ensure its completion ac- | one at the Schuylkill plane, of sixty horse power, is 
cording to the patterns furnished, and of the quality | now setting up. The engine houses have each been 
required, and also to hasten its delivery,a special agent | consti ucted for receiving a second engine, whenever 
was sent to England by the Board, to inspect the iron | the trade may require it. It is computed that nineteen 
when manufactured, previous to shipment. Before | hundred and twenty tons may be passed over each of 
contracts could be made in England, the manufacturers | the planes, in a day of twelve hours. 
of iron in that country had received very large orders, In the report of the Canal Commissioners of Novem- 
which rendered it impossible to get more iron prepared ber first, 1852, they say, that ‘‘with a view to hasten 
and shipped during the present season, than is suffi- | the completion of a line between Philadelphia, the Sus- 
cient for one track. The iron for the second track is | quehanna, and the West, it is contemplated to lay one 
now manufacturing, and will be delivered early next | track, from the western termination of the twenty-two 
spring. If orderscould have been transmitted for the | miles to Columbia, upon woodensills.” The act of the 
iron in the beginning of last winter, the whole of it '16th of February, 1833, making a further appropria- 
might have been received during the present season, | tion of one million, one hundred and eleven thousand, 
and about twenty-four thousand dollars saved in its | nine hundred and fifty-eight dollars and seventy-eight 
cost, as the price of iron in England had advanced, be- | cents, towards completing the Columbia railway, re- 
fore the orders of the spring arrived. ‘quires iron edge rails to be used. ‘This sum is one 
The second track on the eastern twenty-two miles of | hundred and twenty-six thousand, four hundred and 
the road was completed, and the connection between | fifty-six dollars and sixty-three cents less than the esti- 


the West Chester railway and Philadelphia, established 
last winter, except the large viaduct and road bridge 
over the Schuylkill at Peters’ Island; which work has 
been delayed beyond the expectations of the Board, 
notwithstanding every effort has been used to urge it 


forward by the officers on the line, and a special in- | 


spector who was employed to superintend its construc- 
tion. Itis, however, at this time in such a state of for- 
wardness, that it wil be ready for the rails by the mid- 
dle of next December. 
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mate of Major Wilson, for finishing the road with one 
track, laid with flat bars on wooden rails; and it is four 
hundred and thirty-four thousand, three hundred and 
| sixty-one dollars and thirty-two cents Jess than his esti- 
mate, if both tracks should be laid with iron edge rails. 

By the estimate of Mr. Gay, the present engineer, 


'and the report of the superintendent, it appears that a 


further appropriation of eight hundred and four thou- 
sand, eight waadeud and ninety-five dollars and fifty- 
eight cents, will be required to ‘complete the road for 





locomotive engines alone; or eight hundred and eighty- 
nine thousand, eight hundred and ninety-five dollars 
and fifty-eight cents, if the road is prepared for using 
horses. Hence the estimate of the present year, (if lo- 
comotive engines are alone used on the road,) will ex- 
ceed that of last year by the sum of three hundred and 
seventy thousand, five hundred and thirty-four dollars 
and twen'y-six cents, 

This large excess is accounted for, 

lst. By greater strength and solidity given to the 
whole work, and especially to the large viaducts. 

2d. By the difference in the weight of the rails. 

3d. By locemotive engines, water stations, and other 
things estimated by Mr. Gay, that do not appear in the 
estimate of Major Wilson. 

4th. By an almost total failure in procuring stone 
blocks in the lime stone valleys through which the road 
passes. And having to haul two thousand three hun- 
dred tons of stone blocks from the sand stone hills, a 
distance of from 12 to twenty milesto the road. This 
circumstance alone caused two-thirds of the contractors 
to abandon their jobs. 

5th. By an unusual number of re-lettings at higher 
prices. 

6th By the unforeseen difficulties of the deep cut at 
the gap at Henderson’s. 

7th. By the enhanced price of iron in England.} 

8th. By the connection of the rail road with the Co- 
lumbia bridge, required by a resolution of the Legisla- 
ture of the 26th March, 1833, and other work not con- 
templated at the previous estimate. 


The Wiggan rail, weighing forty-one and a fourth 
pounds per yard, has been adopted for both tracks of 
the sixty miles now in progress. It is calculated for 
carrying locomotive engines weighing six tons. Loco- 
motive engines may run from Philadelphia to Columbia 
on the first track, in the month of January next, if the 
iron arrives which is expected. And the second track 
can be finished by the first of September, 1834. 


A survey and estimate have been made, and arrange- 
ments are making, in obedience to the resolution of the 
Legislature of the 26th March, 1833, for placing under 
contract the work for connecting the Columbia rail 


way with the tracks to be laid upon the Columbia 
bridge. 


Statement of the funds appropriated to the Columbia 
Railway. 


Amount available of appropriations 
of 1851 and 1852, 

Pro rata deduction under act ele- 
venth June, 1832, refunded, 

Appropriation of the 16th February, 
1833, 


$1,238,431 14 
51,710 44 
1,111,958 78 


$2,402,100 36 

Disbursed in 1831, 210,704 23 
do, 1832, 764,887 49 
do. 1833, Mitchell,664,539 70 
do. do. Barber, 60,667 57 

a 1,700,798 99 

Balance on hand, October thirty-one, 
1833, $701,301 37 

Due for per centage re- 
tained, 

Estimate of work requir- 
ed to complete both 
tracks, 

Cost of connecting with 
the Columbia bridge, 


50,004 95 


1,450,542 
5,650 


—_—— — 1,506,196 95 
Deduct above balance 701,301 37 


$804,895 58 
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To which must be added $85,000 for 
horse paths, if horses are to be used, 
or if locomotive engines are used 
there must be added 


51,000 


et 


$855,895 58 


Whole «mount disbursed 
prior to 1831, 337,863 04 

Amount disbursed as 
above stated, 

Per centage due and 
work to be done, 


1,700,798 99 


1,506,146 95 
3,544,808 98 
For locomotive engines, 51,000 


Cost when complet- 
ed for locomo- 
tive engines, $3,595,808 98 

Length including the side road through Lancaster, 82 
miles, 


Portage Raikway. 


The Portage rail road over the Allegheny Mountain, 
is thirty six miles and two hundred and eight perches 
long, but between the extreme points of navigation is 
only thirty-six miles, and it overcomes a rise and fall of 
two thousand five hundred and seventy feet in that dis- 
tance. The work upon this road has within the past 
year progressed very well, the grading and masonry 
are completed. A single track of rails along the whole 
road and a double track on the inclined planes (making 
together forty-four miles and three hundred and four- 
teen perches, ) are almost finished. 

Ten steam engines have been constructed, and are 
putting up at the ten inclined planes, four of them are 
estimated at thirty horse power, and the other six at 
thirty-five horse power each. They are made on the 
high pressure principle, and may, if the trade require 
it, be worked up to forty, fifty, or sixty horse power 
with safety; lest, however, accidents and consequent 
delays should occur, it is intended when the second 
track of rails is laid, to put up a second engine at each 
of the planes. 

As a precautionary measure, two extra ropes have 
been procured. The ropes are what are called “white 
ropes,’’ made of Russian and Italian hemp, from six and 
one-fourth to seven inchesin circumference. The ag- 
gregate length of the twelve ropes is eleven miles and 
seven hundred and seventy-eight yards. Their whole 
weight is one hundred and eighteen thousand, six hun- 
dred and forty-nine pounds, and they cost from fourteen 
to eighteen cents per pound; or altogether when deli- 
veredat Hollidaysburg, twenty thousand five hundred 
and thirty-one dollars and five cents. It is calculated 
that the engines and ropes when working at an ordinary 
rate will take a train of cars up the planes, at the speed 
of four miles an hour; and at the same time a train can 
descend the plane. 

The completion of the rail road has been retarded by 
delays in the importation ofiron, two thousand one hun- 
dred and ninety-three tons of malleable iron rails, and 
one hundred and twenty-three thousand, six hundred 
chairs of cast iron were required for a double track on 
the inclined planes; and a single track throughout the 
rest of theroad. About two-thirds of the chairs were 
manufactured in our own state; and the residue of the 
iron was obtained in England. Ofseven ships that were 
freighted with iron in 1832, but two arrived in a reason- 
able time. One ship was lost altogether, and one was 
six months at sea. The insurers had to pay about fif- 
teen thousand dollars for iron that was lost, and twenty- 
two thousand and thirty-seven chairs that arrived were 
condemned at a loss to the manufacturer. Hence or- 
ders had to be sent out last spring to England to sup- 
ply the deficiency. 
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The iron obtained in England, cost $192,644 00 Amount required to complete the 
The castings made at home, cost 58,134 26) Portage railway $365,846 35 
Whole cost of iron $250,778 26. a 








Use of the Railways. 


A very important question for Legislative decision has 


Miles. Yards, Miles. Yards, 


The length of road with | arisen respecting the proper manner of using the rail 
edge rails on stone | roads when they are finished. And as their profitable 
blocks 1S f 13 15914 | use next spring demands an immediate determination of 

Ditto on timber, is * 1120 | the mode by which transportation on them shall be con- 

. : aes 34 9513 | ducted, the Board respectfully request the early atten- 

Plate rail on timber, 10 775 | tion of the Legislature to the subject, and submit the 

7 ————-~ | following methods for their consideration. 
Length of a single track, 44 17263; 1. Toestablish the rail roads as public high ways, 


| for the use of every person who may choose to employ 
either horses or locomotive engines. 

2. To prohibit the use of locomotive engines alt ge- 
ther,and make the roads public high ways for the use of 
every person who will employ horses alone as the mv- 
tive power. 

3. To prohibit the use of horses altogether on such 
parts of the roads as can be advantageously traversed 
by locomotive engines, and’ make them public high 
ways for the use of every person who will employ !oco- 
motive engines alone as the motive power. 

In either of the three preceding cases, in which the 
rail roads would be declared public high ways, the 
Commonwealth must maintain and employ the stationa- 
ry steam engines and ropes at the inclined planes, or 
lease them for a term of years to individuals or compa- 
nies, 

4. To lease the roads and transportation to a compa- 
ny or companies fora term of years, binding them to 
preserve the roadsand machinery in good order. 
| 5. To lease the transportation alone to a company or 
| companies, for a term of years, and the Commonwealth 
to maintain the roads and machinery in repair, 


In the construction of the Portage rail road, a large 
amount of heavy work has been performed, deep exca- 
vations, large embankments, and very high and strong 
outside supporting walls, as well as numerous drains, | 
culverts, and viaducts, all of solid masonry have been 
executed, of which work, the grat viaduct of cut stone 
with a semi-circular arch of eighty feet span over the 
Little Conemaugh at the horse shoe bend, and the tun- 
nel of nine hundred feet long through a spur of the 
mountain, will demand and must receive, from the 
public unqualified admiration for the boldness of their 
design, and the strength and beauty of their execution. 

It is believed to be unnecessary to adduce arguments 
for proving the utility and necessity of a second track 
of rails on this road, to accommodate the incalculable 
amount of trade that will pass between the basin of the | 
Mississippi valley, and the sea board within a few years | 
after the public works of the state are finished; should 
the legislature invest the Canal Commissioners with 
power to enter into contracts for iron, the second track | 
of the rail way may be completed over the mountain in 
three months after the iron is delivered. 








Statement of the Funds appropriated to the Portage | 6. To lease the right of traction or motive power only, 

Railway. / toa company or companies fora term of years, binding 

. ai | them to transport such cars with their freight as may be 

Amount available of the appropria- | offered. by individuals or companies, and the Common- 
- tions of 1831 and 1852 $760,418 60 | \ealth to maintain the roads and machinery in repair. 

Pro rata deduction under act ele- | In either of the last three cases-of leasing the roads, 

venth June, 1832, refunded 59,581 40 | the transportation, or the traction, the stationary steam 

Appropriation of the sixteenth Fe- | engines and ropes at the inclined planes may be main- 

bruary, 1833 414,793 06 | tained and employed by the Commonwealth, or they 





$1,214,793 06 may be let out on leases for a term of years to individu- 

Preee™ |als or companies, 

Disbursed in 1831 $71,146 64 ae Ae Tdieinenaieaiih to furnish the traction or mo- 
1832 401,335 72 | tive power, own the cars, and do all the transportation 
1833 568,639 19 9 ' on the rail road. 

Pimart $1,041,121 55 | §. The Commonwealth to furnish the traction or mo- 

prongeeed Fn power only, and transport such cars with their 











Balance on hand 31st October, 1833 173,671 51 freight, as may be offered by individuals or companies, 
; | In the event of it being settled that the Common- 
Papgmpied.cot oF work: to be wealth will furnish the motive power on the rail roads, 
done to complete the first track in- |it is still necessary for the Legislature to determine 
cluding ithe incidental expenses 4918 , | Whether the Columbia rail way shall be finished for 
aR Teen BF BEMINg e Bate oF using horses on it, or for using locomotive engines, or 
ener 173,671 51 6) the use of both modes of conveyance. 








For more comprehensive views of this subject, the 
Board respectfully refer to the reports of the superin- 
' tendents and engineers on the two rail roads, accompa- 

nying this report. ; 
"nals quitting the subject of the rail roads of the 
; : . | State, the Board wish to call the attention of the Legis- 
Benere-ciet oh tagie track is 7 eeree. AO}. F6 lature to a necessity that exists for a law, with suitable 


| . 
which includes a double track on the inclined planes | penalties, to preserve those splendid monuments of 
making altogether forty-five miles of single track. the power, enterprize, and perseverance of Pennsylva 
Length of Portage railway, is thirty-six milesand two | nia from destruction, similar to the law now in force for 


Amount required to complete first track 40,268 50 
The whole amount paid, is 1,041,121 55 
Per centage retained and work to be done 213,940 01 


eS 








hundred and twenty-one perches. the protection of the canal. 
The estimated cost of completing the Beaver Division. 

aoe tone, h ae oF The Beaver division of the Pennsylvania canal, com- 
er uneneee-P 40,268 50|menceson the Ohio river twenty eight miles below 


Pittsburg, and is located from the mouth of the “Big 
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Beaver creek,” or rather river, up that stream and She- | for navigation. This division of the public improve- 
nango creek thirty miles and two hundred and forty | ments, commences on the Allegheny river, near the 
perches, terminating in Mercer county. It has eight| borough of Franklin, ninety-three miles above the 
miles and one hundred perches of canal, and twenty-two | mouth of the Kiskiminetas, or main line of the Penn- 
miles and one hundred and forty perches of slackwater, | sylvania canal; and it is carried up French Creek twen- 
made by seven dams. ‘There will be eighteen lift and | ty-two and a fourth miles,to the ‘‘feeder,” from whence 
guard locks on this line, which, for size and quality of | the feeder forms the continuation of the canal, up 
stone, and for solidity and beauty of masonry, are not | which the right branch proceeds eleven miles, and the 
surpassed by any locks that the Board have ever seen. | left branch down the feeder twelve and a half miles, 

This line has progressed steadily since the appropria- | to Conneaut lake. ‘The whole division is forty-five 
tion of the sixteenth of February last, and it is expected | miles and two hundred and sixty-four perches long, of 
that, from New Castle to Beaver, the canal will be rea-| which about twenty-seven and a fourth miles is canal, 
dy for navigation before the setting in of winter. and eighteen and a half miles is slackwater; and, with 

By the act of the twenty-seventh March, 1833, the | the Conneaut lake, will give about fifty miles of nagi- 
Canal Commissioners were required to have a towing | tion. ‘There are twelve dams, and eighteen lift and 
path constructed along tie pool of the dam in Shenan- | guard-locks, on the line. 
go creek, six miles of which were put under contract, |” “The last year’s appropriation to this division is ex- 
and the grubbing on it has been done: but for want of | hausted; and a dam near the head of the feeder, a tow- 
funds, this towing path, and the dam in the Shenango, | ing path along the pool of the dam, and many other 
and also a guard lock at New Castle and all the lock | jobs of work on the division, have been suspended until 
houses had to be suspended. another season, for want of funds. 

The additional appropriation required to complete The increased expense of the line over the last year’s 
the Beaver division, arises from the Shenango towing- | estimate, is owing to an inadvertent omission in pro- 
path, the guard lock at New Castle, and other indispen- | viding for contingent expenses; to several new works 
sable work on the line not embraced in last year’s esti- | having been added; to damages done by a flood in Sep- 
mate; also from an increased expense in removing quick- tember last, and other unforeseen difficulties in con- 
sands and hill slips, and in repairing damages done by | struction; to additional strength given to the work; and 
a flood in September last, which seriously injured two | above all, to re-lettings, by which a large amount of 
dams, and partially injured some other works, which, | work advanced in price forty per cent. over the con- 
at the time, were in an unfinished and unprotected | tract prices of last year, 
condition. ‘The main stem of the division will be navigable next 

The suspended work can all be completed during | spring; and the suspended work may be completed, 
the next season. and the feeder also put in good order for navigation, by 
Statement of the Funds appropriated to the Beaver Di- the first of September, 1854. 

vision. Statement of the Funds appropriated to the Franklin line 
), 7, 
Amount available of appropriations of and North and West ends of the feeder 

1831 and 1832 $222,421 26} Amount available of appropriations of 
Pro rata deduction under act of 11th June, 1831 and 1832 $181,145 39 

1832, refunded 4,660 39| Pro rata deduction under act of ele- 
Appropriation of the 16th February,1833 197,159 97 venth June, 1832, refunded 4,022 92 

| Appropriation of the sixteenth Febru- 
$424,241 62} ary, 1833 162,991 98 
Disbursed in 1831 39,926 66 aaasiinictiads 
Do. in 1832 177,617 95 $348,160 29 
Do, in 1833 147,519 10 Disbursed in 1831 20,798 44 
oe 365,063 71 | 1832 88,906 84 
1833 193,078 65 
Balance on the 31st October, 1833 $59,177 91 | 302,783 95 
There is due upon this disvi- | Balance on hand October thirty-one,1833 $45,376 36 
sion, for per centage retain- | 

ed on work done 19,149 86 There is due on this line for 

Est’d cost of work to be done,is 97,069 41 per centage retained 51,979 54 
—— 116,219 27 | Estimated cost of completing 
Deduct the above balance of 59,177 91} the work 107,794 87 
— 159,774 41 
Amount required to complete the divi- | Deduct the above balance 45,376 36 
sion, including the Shenango towing 


path $57,041 36 | Amount required to complete the work $94,398 05 


| 
| 


The whole amount paid upon this divi- The whole amount paid, is 302,783 93 
sion, is 365,063 71 | Per centage retained and work tobe done 139,774 41 
Per centage retained, and work to be 
done, is 116,219 27 | Whole cost of the Franklin line and north 
| and west ends of feeder $442,558 34 
Whole cost, when completed $481,282 98 | seltes, Petdheit 
The length of the division, including the Shenango | Length of the Franklin line is 22 80 


towing path, is thirty miles and two hundred and forty | North and west ends of the feeder 4 24 
perches, “ somnte 
French Creek Division. 26 104 


} 


The French Creek division has been prosecuted | Wyoming Line of the North Branch Division. 
with spirit, since the appropriation of last spring ena-| At the date ofthe last report, it was expected that 
bled the contractors to proceed with their work, and | by this time we could announce the completion of this 
twenty-two and a fourth miles of it are nearly ready | line, which with its feeder, is seventeen miles and two 








1833, } 
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hundred and thirteen perches long, with forty-three | which was four miles and fifty-six perches long; but as 
feet of lockage, but that expectation has been disap- | another site for building a feeder dam presented itself, 
pointed in consequence of a scarcity of labourers. near Dunnstown, two miles and two hundred and six- 

Thereare on this line,several sections requiring eith- | teen perches below Smith’s ripples, the question of a 
er deep excavation through rock, or heavy outside | final location was left open for further examination, and 


protection walls to be built, and consequently a large | only one and a half miles of the feeder, at its lower 
force was necessary on those jobs, that could not be | end, was put under contract. 


obtained in that neighborhood. Much difficulty was| Such was the situation of this part of the line, at the 
experienced in sinking the pit and getting in the toun- | date of ourlastreport: Further examinations were made 
dation of an outlet lock at the mouth of Solomon’s | last winter and spring, which resulted in a conviction, 
creek, and the site of the feeder dam in the Lackawan- | that the site for a feederdam at Dunnstown was, in ma- 


na creek had to be changed, on account of a quick- | 


sand. These several obstacles are nearly surmounted, 
and it is believed that the canal will be ready for na- 
vigation early next spring. 


Amount available of appropriations for 
1831 and 1832 
Pro rata deduction under the act of ele- 


venth June, 1832, refunded 2,553 63 
Appropriation of the sixteenth of Febru- 
ary, 1833 115,202 46 


$284,892 85 
29,038 15 
106,357 66 
91,645 37 


—— 227,041 18 


Disbursed in 1831 
1832 
1833 








ecenieeteed 


Balance on hand October thirty-one,1833 $57,851 67 








There is due, for retained per 


centage 12,488 16 
Estimated cost of work to be 
done 62,705 09 





75,193 25 
Deduct the above balance 








Amount required to complete the line $17,341 58 
The whole amount paid, is 227,041 18 
Amount required 75,193 25 


Whole cost when completed $302,234 43 


Whole length of the line is seventeen miles and two 
hundred and thirteen perches. 


Lycoming Line of the West Branch Division. 








The West Branch division of the Pennsylvania canal, 





$167,136 76 | length of the feeder. 





57,851 67 | 


ny respects, much more eligible than the one at Smith's 
ripples. At the latter place, the river is very narrow, 
and the dam would rest ona gravel bottom; both of 


| which circumstances are decidedly objectionable: while 
Statement of the Funds appropriated to the Wyoming | 
Lane. 


at the former place, the river is wide, and a part of its 
bottom is solid rock. Another important consideration 
was, that the Dunnstown site would insure a better 
supply of water on the lower levels, by shortening the 
The difficulties that had been ex- 
perienced by the river trade, at the chutes of the Mun- 
| cy, Shamokin, and Nanticoke dams, made the Board 
anxious to have the one at the feeder dam constructed 
in the best manner, which could be done with entire 
safety to the descending river trade on the smocth solid 
| rock at Dunnstown, but could not be done with so much 
certainty om the gravel bottom at Smith’s ripples. 
These reasons, of themselves sufficient to convince the 
Board of the superiority of the Dunnstown site for the 
dam, were still further strengthened by a comparative 
estimate of the engineer, which proved that twenty- 
seven thousand nine hundred and two dollars and forty- 
three cents, would be saved by its atloption. 

The feeder dam is eight hundred and fifty-two feet 
| long and eleven anda half feet high above low water 
| mark. It is built of crib work, filled with stone, and 
| has a base of seventy-eight feet, and fifty feet of gravel- 
| ling, thus making the entire base of the dam one hun- 

dred and twenty-eight feet. The chute is twelve hun- 
' dred and eight feet long and thirty feet wide, construct- 
;ed in the most substantial manner. The dam and 


| chute will both be completed by the first day of next 


| January. 

| The feeder dam affords slackwater to the vicinity 

| of the bituminous coal region, where large preparations 
are now making for the transportation of that mineral 
upon the canal. It is estimated that thirty-three thou- 

| sand nine hundred and eighty-one dollars, would be 
sufficient to construct a towing-path along the slackwa- 

| ter of this dam. This would add four miles to the na- 

| vigation, and be greatly to the advantage of the coal 


extends from the junction of the Susquehanna and | trade. This sum of thirty-three thousand nine hundred 
North Branch divisions at Northumberland, seventy- | and eighty-one dollars is not included in the estimate 
two miles, to the base of the Allegheny mountain, and | for completing the Lycoming line. 
with the Lewisburg and Bald Eagle side cuts, will give| The engineer of the line was directed to make a sur- 
seventy-six and one-fuurth miles of navigation. The | vey and an estimate of the cost of connecting the Ly- 
first twenty-four miles of the division are called the | coming line with the Bald Eagle creek, at its mouth, 
Muncy Line, and the upper forty-seven and a half! and also to connect the creek and the canal above the 
miles, the Lycoming Line. Twenty-six and a half miles | Great Island. The latter connection was found to be 
are navigable; forty-five and three-fourths miles (includ- | the cheapest,and it possessed many advantages over the 
ing the two side cuts) are under contract, and four | former, which induced the Board to adopt the present 
miles of towing-path along the pool of the feeder dam, | location and put the work under contract. 
are not under contract, completed. This side cut commences in Centre coun- 
The Lewisburg side cut, which is two hundred perch- | ty, by a dam four and a half feet high in the Bald Ea- 


es long, branches from the Muncy line six miles above | gle creek, where there is also a guard lock, and it ter- 
Northumberland. It has a dam in the West Branch, | 


It is nearly 


two and a half feet high, and three lift locks, overcom- 
ing twenty-one feet of lockage. This short but useful 
inlet to the canal, is completed, except a small towing- 
path bridge and a lock-house. 

The Lycoming Line, as originally planned in 1831, 
for the purpose of creating slackwater, was to have six 
dams in the river, embracing a large one at the head of 
the line located opposite the Great Island. Early in 
1832, before any work was done at the dams,they were 
suspended, and an independent canal was substituted 
instead of slackwater; and subsequently, a feeder was 
located, to be taken from the river at Smith’s ripples, 


minates in the pool of the feeder dam, by a lock of 
eight feet lift. Itis three miles and two hundred and 
eight perches long, and will be an invaluable improve- 
ment. 

There are fourteen guard and lift locks, overcoming 
ninety feet of lockage, between the pool of Muncy dam 
and the head of the Bald Eagle side cut, and seven 
aqueducts, the aggregate length of their trunks is one 
thousand and forty-two feet. 

Although the country through which the Lycoming 
line passes, is generally favorable for the construction 
of the canal, yet there are many heavy and expensive 
jobs on the line, suchas dams, chutes, aqueducts, deep 
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excavations,rocky bluffs and high protection walls; and 
the scarcity and difficulty of procuring good stone for 
masonry has greatly increased the cost of the work. 

The Lycoming line, in common with all the branch 
lines, has been greatly delayed for want of adequate ap- 
propriations, but during the past season the work on it 
has generally been prosecuted with diligence. A grea- 
ter scarcity of mechanics was experienced on this line, 
than on any other portion of the public works. These 
causes have produced the common complaints of a per- 
petual succession of re-lettings, at higher prices. To! 
this cause may principally be ascribed the enhanced | 
cost of the line: but the increase of this year’s estimate 
over that of last year, is also partly owing to the works 
having been greatly strengthened, and the Bald Eagle 
side cut not being included in last year’s estimate. 

From Loyalsock feeder downwards, about fourteen 
miles may be finished by the first of July, and the re- 
mainder of the line can be completed by the first of 
September, 1854. 


Statement of the Funds of the Lycoming Line, and Lew- 
isburg and Bald Eagle side cuts. 

Amount available of appropriations of 
1831 and 1832 : 

Pro rata deduction, under act of eleventh 
June, 1832, refunded 

Appropriation of the sixteenth of Febru- 
ary, 1835 


$380,784 40 
6,639 46 


470,007 90 

$857,431 76 
60,752 89 
174,688 34 
470,567 24 


Disbursed in 1831 
1832 

1833 

706,008 47 


Balance on hand, October thirty-one,1833 $151,423 29 


There is due on this line for 
per centage 

Estimated cost of completing 
the work 


61,300 97 


391,271 40 
—— 452,572 37 


Deduct the above balance 151,423 29 


Amount required to complete the division $301,149 08 


Whole amount paid, is 706,008 47 
Per centage retained and work to be 
done 452,572 37 


Cost when completed $1,158,580 84 


Miles. Perches. 
41 258 
> =e 

200 


Whole length, 46 26 


The Columbia line of the Eastern division, and the | 
Frankstown line of the Juniata division were both fill- | 
ed with water last fall, subsequently to the date of our 
last report. A number of jobs on those lines, which at 
that time were in progress have been completed. Se-| 
veral contracts on the Columbia line are yet unfinished. | 
The following is a statement of the funds appropriated | 
to those lines and of their cost. 


Statement of the Funds appropriated to 8 miles and 227 
perches of the Columbia line of the Eastern division. 
Amount available of appropriations of 
1831 and 1832 

Pro rata deduction under act of eleventh 
June 1832, refunded 

Appropriation of the sixteenth of Febru- 
ary, 1833 


Length of Lycoming line 
Bald Eagle side cut 
Lewisburg side cut 


127,445 69 


2,469 36 
35,835 25 


$165,750 30 
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37,491 98 
77,871 24 
35,226 28 


Disbursed in 1831 

1832 

1833 

150,589 50 

Balance on hand October thirty-one,1833 $15,160 80 

Per centage retained, and estimated cost 
of completing the work 


15,000 00 


60 80 


Excess of appropriation 


‘The whole amount paid, is 150,589 50 
Per centage retained and work to be 
done 15,100 00 
Whole cost of eight miles and two hun- 
dred and twenty-seven perches $165,689 50 


A Statement of the Funds apfiropriated to the Franks- 
town line. 


Amount available of appropriations of 
1831 and 1832 

Pro rata deduction under the act of ele- 
venth June, 1832, refunded 

Appropriation of the sixteenth Febru- 
ary, 1833 


724,129 59 
24,259 56 
32,712 14 


79,325 38 
556,980 31 
125,453 09 


Disbursed in 1831 
1832 

1833 

761,758 78 
19,342 51 
18,999 92 


a 


$342 59 
761,758 78 
18,999 92 


$780,758 70 


—— 


Balance on hand thirty-first October, 1833 
Estimated cost of completing the line 


Excess of appropriations 


The whole amount paid, is 
Amount yet to pay 


Whole cost on the Frankstown line 


Miles. Perhes. 
388 154 
3 40 


194 


Length of the Frankstown line 
South Branch feeder 


Whole length miles, 4l 


Damages. 


The following sums have been paid within the last 
year, upon the several divisions, for damages: 
Columbia railway ‘ . $8,152 00 
Western division 9,919 50 
Beaver division 183 68 
French creek feeder 122 25 
North Branch division 16,726 80 
Susquehanna division 1,870 91 
West Branch division 5,595 00 
Juniata division 17,517 96 
Eastern division 1,050 00 
Delaware division 11,156 00 


a 


$72,244 10 


The counsel of the Commonwealth were directed by 
the Board, previous to the argument of the cause pend- 
ing in the Supreme court for damages upon the Eastern 
division, to offer to the respective claimants, as a com- 
promise, the same sums which had been offered to 
them by the resolution of the Board of the twenty-fifth 
of September, 1830. Offers of compromise were also di- 
rected to be made, with one exception, to the other 
claimants, in causes pending in the Supreme court at 
Lancaster and at Sunbury. The offers of the compro- 
mise made, in the cause pending at Sunbury, were ac- 
cepted; they have since been paid, and satisfaction 1s 
entered. Neither of the offers of compromise, to claim- 
ants upon the Eastern division, were accepted. The 
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causes were argued before the Supreme court at Lan- 
caster, in May last. Four of the seventeen have been 
decided in favour of the Commonwealth, and the oth- 
ers are still pending. 


A Statement of the sums appropriated and afiplicable to 
the new lines, and of the sums required to complete the 
same, 


Sumsappropri’d, Sumsrequired. 


Columbia railway $2,402,100 36 $894,895 58 
Portage railway 1,214,793 06 365,846 35 
Beaver division and She- 

nango towing-path 424,241 62 57,041 36 
Franklin line and north 

and west ends feeder 348,160 29 94,398 05 
Wyoming line and Lack- 

awanna feeder 284,892 85 17,341 58 
Lycoming line and Lewis- 

burg and Bald Eagle 

side cuts 857,431 76 301,149 08 
Frankstown line & South 

Branch feeder 781,10t 29 


Columbia line, 8 miles 


227 perches 165,750 30 


Sum required to complete $1,640,672 00 

There will be required for new work 
upon old lines, and for the purchase 
of lots for houses and offices for collec- 
tors and lock keepers, and to pay 
debts due 

To pay debts due by supervisors for la- 
bor and materials 64,298 58 

For repairs the ensuing year 410,701 42 


100,000 00 


475,000 00 
49,328 00 


$2,265,000 00 





To pay damages 








Amounting to 








The estimate of the expenses of the en- 
gines,&c, at the inclined planes upon 
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the Portage railway,is for the next 
year $41,666 50 
For expenses of horses, if horses are 
used as the motive power on the le- 
vels betweén the inclined planes 18,732 50 
For expenses of engines, &c. at the in- 
clined planes, upon the Columbia 
railway 10,900 00 
Six locomotive engines for the Colum- 
bia railway, watering places, depots, 
workshops, &c. are estimated at 51,000 00 


No estimate has been made of the expense of work- 
ing the locomotive engines. 

Before closing this report, the Board wish to call the 
attention of the Legislature to the propriety of author- 
izing the construction of locks, to connect the Susque- 
hanna river with the canal at Ritner’s, on the Susque- 
hanna division, so as to afford an inlet to the coal that 
is carried on the Lykens Valley railway; and on the 
Columbia line, opposite to the works of the Codo- 
rus Navigation Company, that a large portion of the 
citizens of York county may participate more fully in 
the benefits of the State improvement; and also at Har- 
risburg, for the convenience of the citizens of Cumber- 
Jand county. 

The legislative provisions in relation to the Columbia, 
Chicques and Marietta road, the road on sections eigh- 
ty-eight and eighty-nine of the North Branch division, 
and the abutments of the French creek feeder dam 
at Bemus’ mill, have been severally acted on by the 
Board. 

‘The examination and survey of the damages sustain- 
ed by the owners of private property, by the construc- 
tion of the tunnel through Grants’ Hill, in the city of 
Pittsburg, has been made, as directed by the resolution 
of the eighth of April last, and will be the subject of a 
special report. 

Signed by order of the Board. 
JAMES CLARKE, President. 
Francis R. Saunx, Secretary. 
Harrisburg, Nov. 1, 1833. 


Statement of the property conveyed on the Pennsylvania 


Canal and Railway during the year ending of 31st Oc- 


tober, 1833. 

















a | ies emery eiec Fee ues | 
COLLECTORS’ OFFICES. corn, &c seeds.| toes. | pork. Cheese. 
‘Bar’ls. |Bush’ls.|Bush’ls./Bush.| Bush’). Barr’ls| Barrels. | Pounds. 

Philadelphia, ro 0) 0 o} 0 7. «CO 0) 0 
Portsmouth, ; 0| 0 0 0 0) 0) 8373 0 
Harrisburg, ° 0 0 0 0 0} 0| 7273 0 
Lewistown, ‘ ° 3 0 80 0 0) ( 475) 0 
Huntingdon, . 123 0} 1498 0 0) 0 855) 262 
Conemaugh, : 5 0 701 0 0} 0 0 0 
Blairsville, 8 0 a 0 29) 0 i 1105 
Leechburg, 0 0 396 0 0 0 0} 1000 
Northumberland, 0 0 0 0 0 0 201 5| 0 
Berwick, 1220 0} 3152 0 0; 16 200) ° 0 
Bristol, 0 0 o| Of 1121 87| 3617) 14575 
New Hope, 0 0 o| 0 a 7| 0 
North and West, 1,359| 00} 5,832 0 141| 103) 22,830) 16,942 
Portsmouth, 1881 3816! Q 0 0: 0 536) 0 
Harrisburg, . 6939| 73120| 36560] 1270 0} 0} 0 0 
Lewistown, 12541] 36067| 17792] 150| of 55 0| 22769 
Huntingdon, 8541| 6648] 2111) 603} | 269 66| 30703 
Hollidaysburg, 584 0 0 0 4 0) 63 13724 
Blairsville, e : 610 0} 7313 0 195 0} 18 123 
Leechburg, : . 2 125 519 0 0 0 2 0 
Pittsburg, : . 4181 0 753 O| 536 0 564 63179 
Northumberland, 8992} 31100; 11900) 900 0} 0: 0 102122 
Berwick, 32 258 0 0 240 0 0 21150 
New Hope, 2463 1002 500 0 0 29 0 1114 
Easton, 24263} 3589) 38178} 0| 215 0 0 36327 
South and East, 71,029' 154,725 115,626! 2,923 1,190} 353 1,249 291,211 
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Statement of property conveyed on Pennsylvania canal and railway, continued. 


“COLL -ECTORS? > Lard& Tallow Salt. Provisions. Wool, |Cotton. |Hemp. Tobacco. Leather, &c|Furs,&c 









































































































































































































































tens = ef ee 


: PeREnrs reads. en Pounds. |Pounds.|Pounds.|}Pou'’ds| Pounds. | Pounds, |Pouuds. 
Philadelphia, 0| 0 1350 0 2 0 0 0| 
‘Portsmouth, 0} 39294 9184 0 0 0 0| 409034 0} 
‘Harrisburg, 0} 25548 0| 3920 0 0 0) 454972 0} 
‘Lewistown, 0, 1357 90645 0 0 0 0 4795 0, 
paanieeedon, m0 839 0 0 0 0 0) 16340 0 
iConemaugh, 0 54 0 0 0 0 0 500 0} 
‘Blairsville, 0) 0 9196 224 0 0 0 12024 
IL eechburg, O 288784 0 150 0 0 0 0 0 
I Northumberland, 0 | 15040 0 0 0 0 0 22048 1 24, 
‘Berwick, 0) 321 32673 0 0 0 955 2746 0 
\Bristol, 8328) 24042 2633 0| 36787) 12353} 53332 96117 0] 
INew Hope, 0 45 0} 0 0 0 0 0} 0} 
ee ree me dares. he! pearl jemyere.: pemgmmperes Resets vp) paeer owl 
North and West, meen 395,324 169,385) 4,294] 36,787|12,353| 54,287| 1,018,576 124) 
pertsneath, 0| 913 0) 0 0 0) 0 3696, 0| 
Harrisburg, 0 0 0 0 0 0) 0 210108 0) 
|Lewistown, 0) 0 236470 0 0 0) 0 19526 0) 
|Huntingdon, = 155) 14349; 3934 0} 2352) 0 213878 560} 
|Hollidaysburg, oI 6295| 180538) 166764) 23608' 2632; 170749 1987 0) 
‘Blairsville, 35929 207853} 0 0 0! 350 1742 0} 
IL eechburg, 0 390) | 500 0 0 0 0 0) 
|Pittsburg, 16083 0} ossassi 136690} 23806) 30070) 213491 17857 0 
\Northumberland, 0 0} 71644: 0 1) 0) 0 9344 0) 
|Berwick, 0 357) 366 0 0} 0) 0 1000 0! 
New Hore, 0 0 0} 0 0) 0} 0 0} 0) 
Easton, 0 0) 491692) 2110 x ~_ 0 66158; 0 
}South and East, 18,9071 44,039] 1,497,145 309,998] 47,414 38, 4361 384,590! 352,796 $60 
rae sae _________- [Whiskey.|Domestic|For.Liquor.|Merchan- _] Oil | Gyp- ) Furni- ;Win’w| Rags. ) 
COLLECTORS’ Spirits, dize. sum.| ture. | Glas. 

OFFICES. a a= A d 

Gallons. | Gallons. | Gallons. | Pounds |Gall'ns} Tons. Pounds.| Boxes. Pounds. 

Philadel! phia, 128 0 0 5200 0} 2 0 I 0 
Portsmouth, 0 0 0 9724271, 9756; 5708) 113141 0 0 
Harrisburg, 0 0 0 7193137} 6766) 3414) 196990 0 0 
Lewistown, 1605 0 0 590461 0; 465) 53386 0 0 
Huntingdon, 132 0 1716 551388 98; 406 498041 0 0 
Conemaugh, 0 0 0 5576) 0| 0} 3376 0 0 
Blairsville, §28 0 11769 4618807| 2652) 0} 114010 0 0 
Leechburg, 0 0 0 4760 0) 0} 31022 0 500 
Northumberland, 0 0 0} 2913439 0} 1352) 18576 0 0 
Berwick, 3881 0 764 89606 99) 30 8433 0 0 
Bristol, 0 11818 36195 3853478 8071| 3479} 26555 360 0 
New-Hope, 0 0 0 108385 0 95 650 0 0 
North and —_,*' 6,274) 11,818 50,444| 29,658,508 se eeen Gost 615,943 361 500 
Portsmouth, 0 0 0 120795 0 475 7628 0 0 
Harrisburg, 62219 1683 0 0 0 0} 84836 0 0 
Lewistown, 11244 0 0 27256; 120 2} 20984 0 0 
Huntingdon, 3791 66 0 13608 0 3) 43956 12} 11383 
Hollidaysburg 12329 0 32} 59499 407| 0} ‘ 11571] 368, 93705 
Blairsville, 5672 0 231 30993 0 0 4255 0 0 
Leechburg, 660 0 0 839 0 0} 18940 0 0 
Pittsburg, | 64138 0 9551 762944) 10252 0} 46819 97p| 89245 
Northumberland, 33657 0 0 0 16 0| 9287 270| 2971 
Berwick, a 0 0 1344 0 13} 13511 0 0 
New Hope, 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Easton, 99965 0 0 0} 8505 0} 19866 72} 8809 





Boath and Kast, 


~ 283,859 859 1,749 9,814 





1,017,271),3 00! 498281,653i 1,692!206,113 














1833.] 


CANAL COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT. 


Statement of property conveyed on Pennsylvania canal and railway, continued. 
















































































































































































Mineral Iron. Lead. |Copper & | Marble. Lime. )Lime-)Slate for |Bricks, 
COLLECTORS’ | Coal. Tin, stone.| roofs, 
OFFICES, -— = — -_— ee _ - 
Tons. Pounds. (|Pounds.} Pounds. /Pounds, | Bushels. |Per’s:| Pounds. |Thous’d 
Philadelphia. 5 364814 0 600 0 0 Ol 18440 0 
Portsmouth, 45 4074550 0 0 46959 0 0 0 0 
Harrisburg, 31 23460359 0 0; 112503 0| 227 0 111 
Lewistown, 78 662365) 0 0} 0 0 0 0 
Huntingdon, 0 593529) 0 762 2321 0 0 0 1 
Conemaugh, 0 1447779) 0 0 0 14281 0 ' 0 0 
‘Blairsville, 353 10132666 0 5634 0 865 0 0 3 
Leechhurg, 10 297390 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Northumberland, 0 0 0 0} 13580 0 0 0 8 
Berwick, 0 §5285 0 370 4000 13570 87 0 0 
Bristol, 10 602464 0 1145 101504 4567 0 0 3 
New Hope, o| 4230) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
North and West, 532| 20,581,101| J 8511| 280,867} 33,283 314 13,4401 126 
—_———— | | | | te 
Portsmouth, 539 1596044 0 0 0 O| 646 0 12 
Harrisburg, 1867 2436536 0 0 0 0 0 0 52 
Lewistown, 70 2937879 0 0 0 0 0 0 41 
Huntingdon, 30 139930 0 1096 400 0 0 o 0 
Hollidaysburg, 443 90738 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 
Blairsville, 13 400842 60 404 0 9 0 0 0 
Leechburg, 0 11222 0 0 0 1020 0 0 
Piitsburg, 16 1462967} 8559 8207 8 0 0 0 255 
Northumberland, 44.02 417716 0 100 0 0 0 0 0 
Berwick, 4212 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
New Hope, 7090 0 0 0 0} 440 0 0 
Easton, 81124 2943538 0 0 2351 85) 1137198 0 
South and East. 99,806 9,788,227 8619 9, 807 400 3,380) 1,171 a 366 
Timber.| Sawed Staves, Heading/Shingles.|Post &|Wood for | Bark. Sundries. 
COLLECTORS’ Lumber, & Hoop poles.| Rails.} Fuel, | 
OFFICES, —_-- — — - - — _— 
Feet. Feet. Pounds. | Thous’d |Hun’d} Cords. |Cords. Pounds, 
Philadelphia, ¢ 6173 0 10 0 2 0| 2776840. 
Portsmouth, 0 2030604 0 388 118 16 0 418010 
Harrisburg, 0 24672 0 0 0 118 0! 943946 
Lewistown, 0 5851 0 0 6 0 0 213705 
Huntingdon, 1800 74508 0 0 19 47 15 296746 
Conemaugh, 0 19219 0 0 0 0 0 7050 
Blairsville, 0 85607 5600 79 6 5 0 1751320 
Leechburg, 0 0 16800 0 1 . 0 5 19530 
Northumberland, 0 0 0 0 0; 0 0 422000 
Berwick, 0 0 0 0 0) 0 0 77357 
Bristol, 46679 40350 68088 20 0: 0 0 1190068 
New Hope, 0 0 0 0 0} 0 0 201261 
North and West, 468479| 2,286,784 90,488 497| 157 188 20 8,317,853 
Portsmouth, 0 762567 4480 141610 63 0 52 337045 
Harrisburg, 2000; 1042702 445794 279 94 1679; 198 146148 
Lewistown, 55820 0 0 19 106 0 43985 
Huntidgdon, 850 42460 36350 9} 350 0 14 146146 
Hollidaysburg, 2528 17191 132143 48 15 0 0 164077 
Blairsville, 0 18436 0 54 6 0 0 1970235 
Leechburg, 0 114991 0 196 0 0 0 5450 
Pittsburg, 0 88774 161500 85 7 680} 384 1352401 
Northumberland, 5307 162915 0 150 7 20) 5 70339 
Berwick, 0 8600 58500 39 0 5 0 21486 
New Hope, 0 115086 0 0 0 6 61 4345257 
Easton, 0 137300 0 13 0 0 0 7830185 
South and East. 10,685! 2,566,782 838,767 | 142,483! 561 2,496 


Vou. XII. 


Sineitemadeeniiatietnestemmmaniieimhienti iat rey ans a aero 


7141 16,432,754 





DEPOSITS—BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


[Decemoace 


A GENERAL STATEMENT 


Showing the amount of tolls received, number of boats cleared, and quantity of tonnage cleared, at the several 
collector’s offices; and the number of miles travelled by passengers on the Pennsylvania canal and railway, 
during the year ending on the thirty-first of October, 1833, 


Tolls paid into 


PLACE OF COLLECTION. | the Treasury.| 


ts ES TE = 


Dolls. Cts. 

5002 
25543 
19650 
7703 
3564 
3847 
875 
14225 


Ou. 


4355 
4993 
7670 

3416 3! 
11418 
1675 
31735 

516 3 
541 
3485 
61 

10 ¢ 
144 
250 
736 


Philadelphia, 
Portsmouth, 
Harrisburg, 
Lewistown, 
Huntingdon, 

Ho llidaysburg, 
Conemaugh, 
Blairsville, 
Leechburg, 
Pittsburg, 
Northumberland, 
Berwick 
Bristol, 
New Hope, 
Easton, 
Portsmouth out-let locks, 

Do. bridge over Swatara, 
Bridge at Duncan’s Island, 
Aqueduct at Duncan’s Island, 

Do, at Shaver’s ford, 
Do. at Jack’s Narrows, 
Do. at Kiskeminetas, 
Do, at Pittsburg, 


! 


| 


$151,419 69 


DEPOSITS—BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
(Continued from page 400.) 


\No. of boats. 


Property conveyed. 
cleared, Passenge rs. | 
North& West. |South & East 
Nett tons. 
1721 
20208 
12572 
1553 
1704 
0 
1158 
8999 
8328 
0 


Nett tons. | Miles travel’d. | 
0 S52111 || 
5312 19015 | 
12390 
5032 
2320 
1009 

0 
2676 
345 
5406 
8100 
4870 

0 
11544 
100277 
0 


18742 | 

15614 | 
211810 

1383 | 
5493 

199635 | 

542 

40198 

1523 

2903 

4341 

1868 

3840 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


4133 


cooocooocoo 


159,281 


79,813 


—_—_—_—_ 


| 18 | 
crease it because it may hereafter have occasion for the 


funds, and because it is believed that if the terms can 
be made acceptable, the purchase of the whole by the 


9 
9 


878, 


The next evidence adduced of the Bank’s opposition | Bank, would be the best operation for the Govern- 


to him, is its claims for damages. 
following account: 

‘© The Bank became the purchaser of a bill drawn 
by our Government on that of France for about 900,- 
00 dollars, being the first instalment of the French in- 
cemnity. ‘lhe purchase money was left in the use of 
the Bank,being simply added to the Treasury deposits. 
‘the Bank sold the Bill in England, and the holder sent | 
it to France for collection, and arrangements not ha- | 
ving been made by the French government for its pay- | 
ment. it was taken up by the agents of the Bank in Pa- 
ris, with the funds of the Bank in their hands, Under 
these circumstances it has, through its organs, openly | 
assa:led the credit of the Government, and has actually | 
made and persists in a demand of fifteen per cent. or | 
$158,842 77 as damages, when no damage, or none | 
beyond some trifling expense has in fact been sustain- 
ed,jand when the Bank had in its own possession on | 
deposit, several millions of the public money which it 
was thea using for its own profit. Isa fiscal agent to 
the Government, which thus seeks to enrich itself at 
the expense of the public, worthy of further trust?” 


Of this he gives the | 





First. It is not correct to state that the Bank was the 
‘fiscal agent” of the Government in this matter. On | 
the contrary, the fiscal agency of the Bank was offered | 
without any charge to the Government, and declined. 
‘The Bank did not wish to purchase the Bill at ail, but 
proposed to collect it, paying the money only after it ; 
had been received by the agents of the Bank in France. 
Thus when the Secretary of the Treasury wrote to the 
Bank about this bill, the President of the Bank in his 
answer dated November 5, 1852, said 

“The Bank has already in Paris a larger sum thin it 
has any immediate use for yet it is not indisposed to in. 


ment;”—and again in the same letter— 

‘*In regard to the rate, you are the most competent 
judge of its fitness, and I will merely add, that the 
Bank not wanting funds in Paris, and believing that 
they will be lower hereafter, would not make a similar 
purchase from any other quarter, and is influenced ex- 
clusively by the belief that any other arrangement 
would be less advantageous to the Treasury ”’ 

So in his letter of the 11th of February, 1833, ‘*The 
purchase of the bill is not in the least desirable to the 
Bank, nor would the rate now allowed be given to any 


‘other drawer than the Government, for we shall send 


by the same conveyance which carries your bill,a large 
amount of bills purchased at 5.45, being nearly 14 per 
cent.less than the price actually given to the Treasury.” 

The Bank then did not wish to purchase the bill. 


| But the Bank offered its agency to collect it on the fol- 


lowing terms, on the 5th November, 1832. 
** Should you prefer not fixing a rate at present, but 


| to take the chances of a higher rate hereafter,the Bank 
on receiving your bill, would place the amount of it to 


the credit of the Government on the 2d of March, at the 
current rate of exchange of the best bills on that day in 
Philadelphia, 

Here then wasa distinct proposal to collect the bill 
just as the Bank collects bills for individuals, so that if 
the bill had, in Nov. 1832, been sent to the Bank, it 
would have been forwarded to Europe; and if on the 
2d of Feb. 1833, when it was payable in Paris, it had 
not been paid, the Bank would have been apprised of 
that fact and would not have made the payment on the 2d 
of March, and the whole transaction would have been 
closed. This course, however,the Government did not 
aJopt —but after considering the offers for the bill made 
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from other quarters, decided to sell it to the Bank. | a credit for the proceeds of the sale of the billin Lon- 
Secondly. It is not the fact that this money ‘‘was left | don, but its actual disbursements on account of the bi!l 
in the use of the Bank, being simply added to the Trea- | were upwards of $1,800,000. en 
sury Deposits.” | What makes the case stronger is this—that on the 
Suppose that it had been, it would not inthe slightest | [2d of March, the day when the protested bill came 
degree affect the question of damages. When a party | back to the Bank, the whole amount in the credit of 
sells a bill, and is paid for it, that is, has the funds | the Treasury throughout the whole United States, with 
placed to his credit to be drawn whenever he chooses | the exception of the Danish indemnity money, was 
without further notice, the party is as much paid—the | $1,827.048 88. Now the Bank had advanced $903,- 
fund belongs as little to the Bank—as if the party had | 565 89 in Philadelphia, and $921,590 18 in Paris, ma- 
actually withdrawn the whole sum in specie. But not | king $1,825,156 07, so that although it had credit in 
only was the fundin this case drawn from the general | England for the bill sold there,the Bank had actually 
resources of the Bank, and placed to the credit of the | advanced on account of this bill a sum equal within 
Treasury, but immediately after that was done Congress | less than two thousand dollars, of the whole funds of 
passed a law to lend the money, and the Secretary of | the Government in the Bank. 





the Treasury issued a notice that this money was to be 
forthwith lent out to capitalists, that is to say to be im- 
mediately withdrawn. The credit given to the Trea- 
surer was on the lith of February, 1833. The notice 
of the Secretary dated the 6th of March,offered to lend 
out th's money after the 20th of March—of course the 
Bank could make no use of it—on the contrary, as it 
would probably be withdrawn immediately, it became 
not merely useless as a deposit, but required the Bank 
to shape its loans to others, so as to provide for the im- 
mediate payment. 

Nor is this all. Not only was this sum passed to the, 
credit of the Treasurer—not only was the early with- 
drawal of it from the Bank announced by the Secreta- 
ry, but the identical proceeds of this identical French 
bill, were actually used by the Government for the pay- 
ment of its ordinary expenses. 


The account of the Treasurer at the Bank stood 
thus— 


a 





February 11 ; $717,264 22 | 
18 ° - 1,735,460 40 
(in consequence of the payment of the 
French bill. ) 
February 25 ; ° 1,842,658 14 | 
March 4 : : 1,620,699 89 | 
11 : : 1,551,627 97 | 
18 ‘ : 1,560,783 63 | 
25 : 1,496,907 43 | 
50 ‘ : 1,052,862 10 | 
April 8 : 1,082,560 88 | 
15 ; 
22 ° ° 746,613 61 | 
29 ° 826,070 90 } 
May 6 ‘ 814,046 61) 
13 ° ; 774,630 47 | 
ae 431,560 43 | 


when the money was paid. 

It w.ll thus be seen,that there was at the credit of the 
Treasurer on the 18th of February,the sum of $1,735,- 
460 40, of which $903,565 89 were the proceeds of the 
French bill, and as in the month of April there was to 
his credit only $746,613 61, the difference between | 
these two sums, that is to say $156,952 28 had been | 
drawn for out of that fund of $903,565 89. 

Accordingly when the Treasurer came to repay the 
money, he had not enough of it romaining—but was | 
obliged to draw on funds elsewhere, so that in acknow- | 
ledging the receipt of his draft on the 11th of May, 
1833, the Cashier of the Bank added, 

“ Your transfer check for $700,000 on the office of | 
the Bank of the United States at New York will appear | 
at the credit of your account this day, and will thus 
prevent the overdraft which the change now advised 
would otherwise have ocasioned.”’ 

In the United States then the Bank had paid the 
amount of the bill in its least convenient form. But 
when it was protested in Paris, the agents of the Bank 
finding a bill with its name upon it protested, came for- 
ward and paid it on account of the Bank—-so that the 
Bank had actually,paid for this bill twice over—once in 
Philadelphia and once in Paris—that is, it had of course 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





918,816 61 } tice to its own citizens. 


When the bill returned protested, the Bank, as the 
endorser, called upon the Government to pay the prin- 
cipal and the damages. It did this as a matter of course. 
It did it as a matter of the clearest duty to the Govern- 
ment, because if the Government had any right at all 
to draw the bill, it had a right to make France pay the 
damages for its breach of contract, and it had no mode 
of claiming against France, unless in the first instance 
it paid the damages to the Bank, which it might the 
more readily do,as being one-filth partner of the Bank, 
its own share of the $158,000 would be $31,600. 

But whether the French Government pays these da- 
mages or not, it is manifest that the American Govern- 
ment must pay them—and this upon the simple princi- 
ples, not of equity, but of ordinary honesty. 

From the foundation of the Government to the pre- 
sent day, whenever the Government has purchased a 
bill from a private citizen, and that bill has from what- 
ever cause returned protested, no matter how hard the 
case may be, no matter what circumstances of excuse 
or mitigation may be offered by the citizen, no matter 
whether damages were actual’y sustained or not, the 
Government has rigorously enforced its claim for dama- 
ges. It has not merely forced a solvent merchant to pay, 
but has insisted that its claim for damages should have 
its legal precedence over all the just rights of the other 
creditors of an insolvent; and now when the case is 
changed, when the Government sells its own bill to its 
own citizens, and that bill returns protested, with what 
propriety, nay with what pretensions to common hones- 
ty, can the Government presume to deny the same jus- 
The books of the Treasury are 
crowded with cases of damages exacted by the Gu- 
vernment from American citizens—and one is now se- 
lected merely from its peculiar aptness to the present 
occasion. 

Some vears ago Mr. Stephen Girard sold to the Trea- 
sury four bills, two of which returned protested owing 
to the insolvency of his correspondent in London; when 
the two others became due they were paid for the ho- 
hour of Mr. Girard, by the Messrs. Barings, who also 
agreed to pay the two first in London, as of the day on 
which they were payable. Mr. Girard applied to Con- 
gress for exoneration from the claim of twenty per cent. 
damages, alleging— 

**Yhat from the said sum of £22,500 stesling, due on 
the 18th August last, being passed by Sir Francis Ba- 
ring & Co. to the credit of the Secretary of the Trea- 


| sury of the United States, ‘as on the day the same be- 


came due’ no real loss or damage can accrue to the 
United States from the said bills being returned under 
protest.” 

Congress rejected the claim, and Mr. Girard paid the 
damages of twenty per cent. 

On that occasion, the Committee of Claims call-d on 
the Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Gallatin, and in his 
answer, which makes part of their report, he says that 
he had rejected Mr. Girard’s claim for four reasons, of 
which the two most essential are: 

“Ist. Because, considering the large amount of bills 
(more than two millions of dollars, ) annually purchased 
on account of Government, it appeared absolutely ne- 
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cessary never to give up the damages whenever a legal 
right to them had accrued, and because that right has in 
every instance, without regard to persons or circum- 
stances, been enforced. 

**2d, Because if abandoned in this instance and for 
that reason, every drawer who was solvent might by 
making a remittance to the bankers in Europe, after 
bills protested for non-payment had been returned to 
the Treasury, induce them to make a similar offer, and 
evade the payment of damages. 

_ The lapse of years at last reversed the state of the par- 
ties, Mr. Girard becomes the largest stockholder in a 
corporation called the Bank of the United States, and 
he and his partners, in the course of their business, 
purchase a bill from the same officer, the Secretary of 
the Treasury, which comes back protested after having 
been twice paid for. Mr. Girard’s heirs and his associ- 
ates apply to the Secretary—not even for the same 
amount which Mr. Girard formerly paid—not for twen- 
ty per cent. the damages in Pennsylvania—but for fif- 
teen per cent. the damages in Washington; and the on- 
ly answer vouchsafed by the Treasury Department is, 
that the claim ‘thas no foundation in law or equity’’—to 
which the President now adds, that it is an attempt to 
** impair the credit of the Government, and tarnish the 
honour of the country.” Such a course tendsto an ut- 
ter confusion of all ideas of justice; nor is it a thing to- 
lerable by the American people, that an individual shall 
go among the citizens purchasing bills and exacting da- 
mages, and when his own bill, sold to these same citi- 
zens, returns protested, he shall wrap himself up in his 

























But the business of the Board is not exclusively nor 

primarily to make leans:—-its business is to govern the 

whole Institution. If the charter required seven Di- 

rectors to make a discount, it would have said so of 

the Boards of Directors of the Branches, whose more 

exclusive business it is to discount. But it places no 

such restriction on the Branches, where by far the 

greater discounts are made. The business of the Board 
is to prescribe how the details of the operations of the 

Bank are to be made—it may delegute a portion of its 
power of making loans to Committees; for in truth to 
require a Board of seven Directorsto meet before any 

bill could be discounted, would entirely destroy the 
most useful operations of the Bank—and accordingly 
the Exchange Committee meet every day for the pur- 
chase of bills, and their purchases are submitted to the 
Board at their next meeting. It would be supposed 
from the manner in which it is stated, that this was 
some recent innovation So far from it, the discount- 
ing of bills of exchange was formerly done by a smail- 
er number than at present. On the 13th of February, 
1821, during the administration of Mr. Cheves, and be- 
fore the time of the present officers,a rule was adopted 
that— 

‘‘In the absence of the Exchange Committee, the 
President and Cashier shall be authorized to purchase 
exchange which may be offered for sale, if an immedi- 
ate answer be desired, and report such purchases to the 
Exchange Committee at its next meeting thereafter.” 

Thus giving the power here complained of to only a 
ey . single director of the Bank. Yet no one everimagined 
official immunity, and refuse to do to his fellow citizens| that it was a violation of the charter. In truth it is a 
what he has compelled them to do to him. power exercised very generally by the officers of Banks 

But supposing all this to be directly the reverse of| throughout the United States. 
what it really is—supposing the claim to be questiona-| The second is—'‘To cut off all the means of commu- 
ble instead of equitable, is there any thing in it which] nication with the Government in relation to its most im- 
can at all justify this denunciation of the Bank? Here| portant acts, at the commencement of the present 
is a claim made by certain American cititizens for dama-| year, not one of the Government D.rectors was placed 
ges on a bill of exchange, which they have purchased | on any one Committee. And although, since,by an unu- 
of the Government. The questionisalegal one. The | sual remodelling of those bodies, some of those Direc- 
judicial tribunals are to decide it. Yet while the Bank | tors have been placed on some of the Committees, they 
is quietly waiting the action of the laws, the President| are yet entirely excluded from the Committee of Ex- 
of the United States prejudges the question—denounces | change,through which the greatest and most objection- 
the Bank for having presumed to make the claim—and | able loans have been made.” 
gives that to the country as a reason why he should in- There are two things remarkable in this paragraph 
stantly remove a Secretary of the Treasury, in order to| —first, the strangeness of the confession; and next, the 
subject the whole public revenue of the United States| fallacy of the statement. Itis here asserted that not to 
to his own disposal. — have the Government Directors on Committees is to 

In further illustration of the opposition of the Bank to} ‘cut off all means of communication with the Govern- 
his election, he next proceeds to treat of certain acts of | ment in relation to its most important acts;” that is to 
the Board of Directors. The annunciation of these is say, that the confidential opinions and the unreserved 
prefaced by remarks on the magnitude and importance | expressions used by their colleagues on a Committee 
of the facts, their recent disclosure and their great} are to be communicated to the Government. _ It is pre- 
enormity; and the whole is concluded by a complaint of | cisely this fact, thus officially announced, which would 
the “hundreds of thousands and even millions” which | make these Directors unsafe depositories of the confi- 
may be employed in subverting the liberties of the coun-| dence of their colleagues. ‘‘At the commencement of 
try, and in disparaging the Executive. How little foun-|the present year,” he proceeds, ‘‘not one of the Goy- 
dation in fact there is forall this will be readily seen by | ernment Directors was placed on any one Committee.” 
examining the allegations in the order in which they are | Now of these Directors, who could then be appointed, 
presented, there were but two residents of Philadelphia—the third 

First, He says, that ‘‘although the charter and the! not having yet been appointed. Why these two Di- 
rules of the Bank both declare that ‘not less than seven | rectors, one of wiiom had just come, for the first time, 
directors’ shall be necessary to the transaction of busi-|into a banking institution, were not named on the 

ness, yet the most important business, even that of| Committees, in the place of old and valued Directors, 
granting discounts to any extent, is entrusted to a com-' it would be more invidious than difficult to decide; but 


tae jof five members who do not report to the| that there was no studied exclusion was obvious from 
oard. 


\ the fact that at the very next quarterly appointment, 
Now, the charter does not require seven directors to two out of the three Government Directors were placed 
make discounts. on Committees. Nor is there any foundation for the 
Nor do the rules of the Bank require seven direc- | assertion that an ‘‘unusual remodelling” of these Com- 
we imittees has taken place. On the contrary, the Com- 
Nor is it true that any committee of five have this | mittees were appointed quarterly, as they have for 
power to discount. ; ‘years been appointed, and not the slightest remodel- 
Nor does any committee discount without reporting ling of them, usual or unusual, has taken place. As to 
to the Board, the Exchange Committees, who are charged with the 
The charter says that ‘‘ not less than seven directors arrangement of the Foreign and Domestic Exchanges 
shall constitute a Board for the transaction of business.” of the Bank, requiring commercial experience and 
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knowledge of the business and the credit of individuals, 
those who are presumed most qualified are most natur- 
ally chosen. ‘These Directors have no claim to the 
slightest distinction above their colleagues, and they 
must take their chance with the other members in the 
formation of the Committees. In truth, meu will choose 
their associates on committees. as in every thing else, 
from confidence in their capacity of their personal 
qualities; and not to be chosen to places of trust im- 
plies only that others are more trusted. 

The third is—*‘It has long been known that the Pres- 
ident of the Bank, by his single will originates and ex- 
ecutes many of the most important measures connected 
with the management of the credit of the Bank; and 
that the Committee as well as the Board of Directors, 
are left in entire ignorance of many acts done, and cor- 
respondence carried on in their names and apparently 
under their authority.” 

An assertion so general can only be met by as gener- 
al a denial; at the same time, the Committee deem it 
their duty to declare, that this allegation so positively 
made, as of a known and acknowledged fact, while it 


charges the Board of Directors with a dereliction of 


their duty, and a surrender of their trust, does the great- 


est and most flagrant wrong to the officer who presides 
This officer has devoted eleven 
years of the best portion of his life, and all his time and 
all his talents during that period, to the service of the 
the Bank: he has at all times, consulted freely with the 
Directors, and has never sought to make his ‘‘single 
will” the law of the Bank. The proofs of the ability 
and integrity of his administration, are to be read in 
the prosperity and strength of the Institution; in the 
reiterated approbation of the stockholders; and in the 
unwavering confidence of the, successive Boards of Di- 
rectors, who have been the witnesses of his labours. 
And the Committee confidently believe that such 
proofs can never be obliterated by such sweeping 
declarations, let them emanate from what source they 


over this Institution. 


may. 
‘he fourth is in the following passage: 


“The expenditures purporting to have been made 
under authority of these resolutions, during the years 


1831 and 1832, were about 80,000 dollars, ’’ 
This, too, is another mis-statement. 


in this report, exactly $48,287 90. 
The fifth is; ‘*That publications have been prepared 
and extensively circulated containing the grossest in- 
= vectives against the officers of the Government; and 
the money which belongs to the stockholders and to the 
public, has been freely applied in efforts to degrade, in 
public estimation, those who were supposed to be in- 
strumental in resisting the wishes of this grasping and 
dangerous Institution.” 

*‘The fact has been recently disclosed, that an un- 
limited discretion has been, and is now vested in the 
President of the Bank to expend its funds in payment 
for preparing and circulating articles, and purchasing 
pamphlets and newspapers, calculated by their con- 
tents tv operate on elections and secure a renewal of its 
charter.” 

Here are two mistakes: It is not true that any ‘‘pub- 
lications have been prepared and extensively circulat- 
ed containing the grossest invectives against the offi- 
cers of the Government.” Nor is it true thatany pow- 
er is vested in the President ‘‘for preparing and circu- 
lating articles, and purchasing pamphlets and newspa- 
pers, calculated by their contents to operate on elec- 
tions and secure a renewal of its charter.” No such 
power is given, and no such power is exercised. 

The power actually given which has been exercised, 
and will 


the Bank against the calumnies with which for four 
years, the institution has been pursued. 

The sixth is, 

*-The fact that the Bank controls, and in some cases 
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substantially owns—and by its money supports, some 



























The expendi- 
tures purporting to be made under these resolutions du- 
ring the years 1831 and 1832 were, as will be explained 


—————— —_— 





of the leading presses of the country, is now more 
clearly understood.” 

This whole allegation is denied. 

The Bank does not now control, and never did con- 
trol any, press whatever—the Bank does not own and 
never did own any press—the Bank does not now sup- 
port, nor did it ever support, by its money, any press. 
Created for the purpose of giving aid to every branch 
of industry, it has not presumed to proscribe the con- 
ductors of the press from their share of the accommoda- 
tion due to their capital and industry. Of the extent 
and the security of these loans the Directors claim the 
exclusive privilege of judging. 

The course of this inquiry has now brought the Com- 
mittee tothe second paper referred to them by the 
Board signed by the Government Directors. It appears 
from their report that the President of the United States 
addressed a letter to them, ‘‘directing them to examine 
and report upon the expense account of the Bank of the 
United States for the last two years,” and particularly 
‘that portion which embraced expenditures calculated 
to operate on the election’—which examination they 
state ‘‘undoubtedly presents circumstances which in 
our opinion warrant the belief vou have been led to 
entertain.” This assertion of a righcin the President 
of the United States to inquire into the expenses of the 
Bank, with a view to ascertain whether any money was 
expended which might directly or indirectly interfere 
with his own personal election, is alike novel and un 
tenable. His authority, as we have seen, is limited to 
the power of issuing a scire facias. But in no part of 
the charter of the Bank, in no law of this country is 
there found any power in the President to interfere in 
the internal concerns of the institution, or to direct se- 
cret investigations. But that which they regard with 
surprise and regret is, that these Directors, having 
such a commission to execute from the President, never 
communicated the fact to their colleagues nor to the 
Officers of the Bank; and while these Officers were 
giving to them the freest and most unreserved 
access to all the books and papers of the Bank, and 
while their colleagues were sitting in perf ct confidence 
by their sides, neither those Officers nor the Directors 
had the remotest suspicion of this official investigation 
into their conduct, begun nearly two months before un- 
der orders of the President—until they read it in the 
newspapers. When at the meeting of the Board, after 






























continue to be exercised, is for the defence of 





its publication, the subject was introduced, one of the 
Government Directorsin effect acknowledged that they 
had purposely concealed their object, lest if their col- 
leagues had been aware of it, they would not have per- 
mitted it. What the Committee deem therefore a sub- 


ject of just complaint, is the want of candour in thus 


trying their colleagues, without apprizing them that 
they were on trial, or giving them any chance of 
knowing or answering the charges made against them 
by the President. 

The report itself bears manifest evidence of the 
haste with which it was prepared. Thus “we proceed- 
ed,” say they, ‘‘to look into such of the vouchers on 
which they are founded as we had time and opportu- 
nity todo.” They state that they would have sent co- 
pies of these vouchers, but, ‘‘the time and labour ne- 
cessary for this mode would have prevented our re- 
sorting to it at present.”” When the truth is, that a 
few hours of tranquil industry would have enabled 
them to copy every word of these vouchers. 

Again they say, ‘‘we were obliged to depend on our 
own partial inquiries.”” The errors of this hasty and 
partial enquiry the Committee will now proceed to no- 
tice. 

1st. The first impression attempted to be made is 
that, whatever is here stated are discoveries of things 
hitherto concealed, and which now see the light in con- 
sequence of their exertions. Thus they speak of the 
expenditures ‘‘discovered by us,”’ and of their “inves- 
tigations,” that they requested a particular statement 
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from the Board, which ‘‘request was not complied 
with,” and that they were “‘ obliged to depend on their 
own partial inquiries.” And, finally, they say with an 


air of despondency “ we must infer from the course pur- | 
sued by the Board when our resolutions were submitted | 
to them, that a more exact statement can only be ob- | 


tained by an agent directly authorised by the Execu- 
tive.” Nothing can be more erroneous than such an 
impression. No one concealed—no one desired to con- 
ceal—no one could conceal this whole matter. The 
resolutions of the Board were on the minutes—the ex- 
penses under them were all recorded ina book, the 
vouchers all referred to by number in that book; and 


all of them—minutes—expense book and vouchers | 
were always to be seen and examined by the Directors, 


—so that the whole process of discovery was to ask for 
the books and vouchers, and to receive them. In the 
same spirit, they remark that, “the expense account, 
as made up in the book which was submitted to us, 
contained very little information relative to the particu- 


lars of this expenditure, and we were obliged, in order | 


to obtain them, to resort to an inspection of the vouch- 
ers.””?’ What did these Directors expectin an expense 
book? This book contains the name of the party, the 


sum paid, and the number of the voucher which sup- | 


ports it; and the voucher is at hand to verify it. If they 


meant that each item of each account should be copied | 


into this expense book, they mean that which noex- 
pense account ever did contain, or ever ought to con- 
tain; and the objection shows only the spirit in which 
the inquiry was conducted. 

2d. Another effort is to make it appear that these 
expenditures were exclusively at the Bank in Philadel. 
phia, leaving of course the inference open, that the ex- 
penditures at the Branches might be in the same pro- 
portion. ‘All expenditures of this kind, say the Com- 
mittee, introduced into the expense account, and dis- 


covered by us, we found to be. so faras regards the | 


institution in this city, embraced under the head of sta- 
tionary and printing.” 

Now the truth is, that these expenses were not con- 
fined to Philadelphia, but embraced all the United 
Sta'es. The expense book showed, and the vouchers 
proved, that these expenditures were made in various 
and remote parts of the Union—a fact too apparent to 
escape immediate observation, 

3d. The next misrepresentation is this. After quot- 

ing the resolutions, they proceed—‘‘In pursuance, it is 
presumed, of these resolutions, the item of stationary 
and printing was increased, during the first half of the 
year 1831, to the enormous sum of $29,979 92,” 
" Mow it appears on the very face of the expense ac- 
count, that the increase to this enormous sum, so far 
from having been occasioned by these resolutions, was 
caused by the purchase of large quantities of paper and 
engravings for bank notes, and by the supply of com- 
mon stationary for the Bank. 

The enormous sum in question was 
This consisted of the following items— 
Commcn Stationary, $1080 32 
Printing black forms and rules, 443 76 
Books, 267 68 
Newspapers, 179 91 
Engraving bank notes, 4178 37 
Paper, 300 00 
Silk for making paper, 2886 67 
Sheeting for do. 1421 94 
Silks for do. 2121 64 
Silks for do. 788 13 
Subscription to the Coffee House, 10 00 


$29,979 92 


$13,678 42 


Printing and circu- 
lating Mr. Gal- 
latin’s book on 
Banking, 

Do.Smith and Mc- 
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| Duffie, 

Reviews and Ad. 
dress to legisla- 
tures, and mis- 
cellaneous items, 


2512 06 


9848 21 
———. $16,301 50 
= $29,979 92 
So that this enormous increase was occasioned in a 
great degree by having a new set of bank notes pre- 
pared and engraved, amounting to $11,696 75—and 
_moreover, nearly one half of this enormous increase 
has no relation to the expenses to which it is meant to 
ascribe it. 

4th. The next is, thatamong the expenditures noted 
is one of $1447 75, for printing ‘‘agreeably to order 
and letter from john Sergeant, Esq.” The gratuitous 
introduction of the name of this gentleman is obviously 
designed to connect his agency with some political 
/purpose. But there is not the slightest foundation 
for it. 

The fact itself was known to the Committee of In- 
| vestigation in 1832, and although urged to make the 
| same use of itas is now attempted, they had too much 
| sense of justice to employ it. Early in the year 1831, 
while Mr. Sergeant was a member of the Board of Di- 
rectors, he received a letter from Mr. Wilson,a respec- 
_ table printer, in Steubenville, proposing to reprint the 
| reports of Messrs. Smith and McDuffie,about the Bank. 

Mr. Sergeant presented the letter to the officer of the 
Bank, whe was charged by the Board with the multipli- 
, cation of these reports. and was requested by him to 
‘apprize Mr. Wilson, that he might print a certain 
number of copies. He did so. In sending his account, as 
he had not communicated with any officer of the Bank, 
he referred to his authority to do the work, as having 
come through Vr. Sergeant, and thus the receipt stands. 
So that thewhole agency of Mr. Sergeant was to an- 
swer an application to him as a Director, from a printer, 
to print some reports of committees of Congress, and 
; other documents on the concerns of the Bank. 
5th. The next is, the effort to make it appear that 
|all the expenses reported, had been made to influence 
| public elections. This is not expressly asserted, but 
/it is so stated as inevitably to convey that impression. 
| Thus they say, ‘‘ We deemed it expedient at present to 
|confine our investigations to that portion which em- 
} braced expenditures calculated to operate on the elec- 
tions, All expenditures of this kind, introduced into 
the expense account and discovered by us, we found to 
be, so far as regards the Institution in this city, em- 
_ braced under the head of stationary and printing. To 
| it, therefore, we chiefly directed, &c. &c. 
Then follows a list of expenses all of whieh it is in- 
, tended to represent as calculated to influence elections. 
|Thus in the case just cited, they proclaim the enor- 
| mous sum of $29,979 92, which they presume to have 
| been expended in pursuance of the resolutions, and of 
course as having a bearing on elections. Now we have 
| just seen, that of this whole $29,000, more than $13,- 
000 were for bank notes and miscellaneous stationary; 
| that $3,941 23 was for Mr. Gallatin’s book on curren- 
| cys which could have no possible connection with elec- 
| tions; that $2,500 were for reprinting Mr. M’Duffie’s 
|; and General Smith’s reports, which Congress itself had 
| reprinted in unusual numbers, and that of the whole 
| remaining sum of $10,000 for miscellaneous expenses, 
| none could he spent on elections, from the simple fact 
| that in this first half year of 1831, no elections of any 
| kind in which the Bank could, by any possibility, have 
an interest, were impending for eighteen months to 
come, or even in remote agitation; yet this report would 
convey, tothe majority of readers, the belief that the 
whole of the $29,000 were lavished upon elections. 
But the most signal error is reserved for the last. 
They say ‘‘it appears by the expense account of the 
Bank for the years 1831 and 1832, that upwards of 
$80,000 were expended and charged under the head of 
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stationary and printing during that period, and that a | authority given him by a resolution of this Board, adopt- 


large proportion of this was paid to the proprietors of 
newspapers and periodical journals; and for the print- 
ing, distribution and postage of immense numbers of 
pamphlets and newspapers,” &c. Now itis true that 
the expense of printing and stationary for those two 
years was upwards of $80,000, but by using the vague 
phrases of a ‘‘large portion” and ‘timmense numbers,” 
the impression conveyed to the mind is, that the whole, 
or nearly the whole, of this amount must have been dis- 


bursed for the object to which the President objects; | 


and accordingly the President, in his paper, states in so 
many words, that “‘the expenditures purporting to have 
been made under authority of these resolutions, during 
the years 1831 and 1832, were about $80,000,” and 
thus the mis-statement insinuated in the report, becomes 
declared in the manifesto. 
Now these Directors must have perceived that of 
these $80,000, 
‘There were paid for making and printing 
bank notes $24,591 96 
For printing blank forms and other necessa- 
ry papers, 
For books and stationary, 
For various miscellaneous expenses, 


1,848 08 
6,053 88 
653 25 








Making a total of $33,593 76 


So that at once more than thirty-three thousand dol- 


Jars of the eighty thousand are shown to have no con- 
nection whatever with the matter of this reproach. 

It is moreover to be observed that the Committee of 
investigation of 1832, examined the subject—had this 
very expense book before them—remark in their re- 
port the increase of the expense of printing, but it may 
be presumed that neither they, nor any other authority, 
tillnow, thought such a subject worthy of being pur- 
sued. 

Having thus exposed the errors of this report, the 
Committee will briefly state the facts in regard to these 
disbursements. 

‘The course adopted by the Bank has been simple, 
plain, and avowed. It is this: 

The Bank of the United States, like every other 
Bank, derives much of its advantages from its credit, 
and its general reputation for solvency; and the Di- 
rectors are, therefore bound by official as well as per- 
sonal considerations to remove unfounded prejudices, 
and to repel injurious calumnies on the Institution en- 
rusted to their care. 

Soon after the first message to Congress, issued by 
the signer of the present paper, it became necessary 
to counteract the schemes for the destruction of the 
Bank by the diffusion of intelligence among the peo- 

le. 
a by the Board. 


On the 30th of November, 1830, ‘*The President sub- | 
mitted to the Board a copy of an article on Banks and | 
Currency, just published in the American Quarterly | 
Review of this city, containing a favourable notice of 
this Institution, and suggested the expediency of mak- | 


ing the views of the author more extensively known to 

the public than they can be by means of the sub- 

scription list—whereupon it was on motion, 
‘‘Resolved, That the President be authorized to take 


such measures in regard to the circulation of the con-— 


tents of the said article, either in the whole or in part, 
as he may deem most for the interest of the Bank.” 


On the 11th of March, 1831, “The President stated | 


to the Board, that in consequence of the general desire 
expressed by the Directors at one of their meetings of 
the last year, subsequent to the adjournment of Con- 
gress, and a verbal understanding with the Board, mea- 
sures had been taken by himin the course of that year, 
for printing numerous copies of the Reports of General 
Smith and Mr. M’Duffie, on the subject of this Bank, 
and for widely disseminating their contents through the 
United States; and that he had since, by virtue of the 


Accordingly the following resolutions have been | 





ed on the 30th day of November last, caused a large 
edition of Mr. Gallatin’s E-say on Banks and Currency, 
to be published and circulated in like manner, at the 
expense of the Bank. He suggested, at the same time, 
the expediency and propriety of extending still more 
widely a knowledge of the concerns of this Institution, 
by means of the republication of other valuable articles, 
which had issued from the daily and periodical press, 
| *Whereupon, it was, on motion, 
‘Resolved, That the President is hereby authorized 
to cause to be prepared and circulated, such documents 
_and papers as may communicate to the people inform- 
'ation in regard to the nature and operations of *the 
| Bauk.” 
And finally on the 16th of August, 1853, the follow- 
| ing resolution: 

‘*Resolved, That the Board have confidence in the 
wisdom and integrity of the President, and in the pro- 
| priety of the resolutions of the 30th of November, 1830, 

and llth of March, 183l—and entertain a full convic- 
tion of the necessity of a renewed attention to the ob- 
jects of the resolutions; and that the President be au- 
thorized and requested to continue his exertions for the 
promotion of said objects.” “ 
The resolutions of 1830 and 1831, were passed open- 
| ly and unanimously by the Board, the two Government 
Directors who attended concurring in them; and they 
have been carried into effect without the least reserve 
or secrecy. The form of the resolution was the same 
as that adopted on a kindred subject—the arrest of 
counterfeiters—a short time previous, on the 25th of 
October, 1830. 

‘‘Resolved, That the President of this Bank be au- 
thorized to take whatever measures he may think pro- 
per for the discovery and arrest of counterfeiters of the 
notesand drafts, and to incur such expenses from time 
to time in effecting that object as he may deem useful 
or necessary.” 

The expenses incurred, as stated in the expense ac- 
count, in executing these resolutions, from December, 
1829, when the first assault was made on the Bank by 
the President, to the present time, running through 
the years 1829, 1830, 18351, 1852, and 1833, amount to 
$58,265 05, making an average for the last four years 
of $14,583 76a year. A 
During that period,the total expenses un- 

der the head of printing and stationary, 

amounted to 
| Of which, the proportion for 
the defence of the Bank, 
was $58,265 04 
| And for the miscellaneous ex- 
penses of books and station- 
ary, 


| 
' 


| 
| 


$105,057 73 


46,792 69 
—— $105,057 73 


This will be seen more perspicuously in the follow- 
ing statement: 





| 

| 

oe 
t 

} 





Printing and|Speeches in Con-|Books and 
circulating re-igress, and other] stationary. 
ports to Con-| miscellaneous 


gress, publications. 
| | 
~ 1830 $5,085 67 2,291 47| 6,704 33 
1831 2,650 97 19,057 56] 21,496 26 
1832 4,395 63 22,183 74] 12,098 57 
1833 


2,600 00 


6,493 53 


| _ $46,132 771 $46,792 69 





$12,152 27 








So thatthe general result is, that within four years 
past, the Bank has been obliged to incur an expense of 


$5 8,000 to defend itself against injurious misrepresen- 
tations. 
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This has been done with regret that it should be ne- 
cessary, but with the strongest conviction of its propri- 
ety, and without the slightest wish either to disavow or 
to conceal it. On the contrary, the Bank asserts its 
clear right to defend itself equally against those who 
circulate false statements, and those who c:rculate fulse 
notes. Its sole object, in either case, is self defence. 
it cannot suffer itself to be calumniated down, and the 
interests confided to its care sacrifiecd by fal-ehoods, A 
war of unexampled violence has been waged against 
the Bank. The Institution defends itself. Its assail- 
ants are what are called politicians; and when state- 
ments which they cannot answer, are presented to the 
country, they reproach the Bank,with interfering in 
politics. As these assaults, too, are made at the peri- 
od of public elections, tie answers of the Bank must of 
course follow at the same time;—and thus, because 
these politicians assail the Bank on the eve of elections, 
unless the Institution stands mute,it is charged withinter 
fering in politics, and influencing elections. The Baik 
has never interfered in the sliglftest degree in politics, 
and never influenced elections; but it will not be deter- 
red by the menaces or clamors of politicians, from exe- 
cuting its duty in defending itself. Of the time and 
manner and degree and expense connected with this 
service, the Board of Directors claim to be the sole and 
exclusive judges. Whether the defence is too costly, 
is for the Stockholders, whose interests are sustained 
by it, to decide; but certainly, the assailants them- 
selves have-no right to complain of the expenses they 
have occasioned. Their own duty in the full propor- 
tion which may be needed for defending the Institution 
entrusted to them, the Board of Directors will cheerful- 
ly and zealously perform. 

The Committee conclude this examination by offer- 
ing, as the result of their reflections, the following re- 
solution:— 

Resolved, ‘hat the removal of the public funds from 
the Bank of the United States, under the circumstances, 
and in the manner in which it has been effected, is a 
violation of the contract between the Government and 
the Bank—and that the President be instructed to pre- 
sent a memorial to Congress, requesting that redress 
should be afforded for the wrong which has been done 
to the Institution. 

From the Commercial Herald. 

Commence or Partanereni1a.—The following table 
shows the number of arrivals at this port, from the Ist 
of April to the 20th Nov., inclusive, embracing a pe- 

riod of nearly eight months. From this statement it 
appears that the average number of arrivals has been 
upwards of three hundred a month. 


MONTHS. 


> © | Barques. 


= | Ships. 


April, 

May, 

June, 

July, - 

August, 

September, 

October, mE 


_— 
G2 WB 00 60 
wo 


o 
©OW&t2 ON 


Gr 


N Seana, (to 20th) 


ac" 1/23 


From the Germantown Telegraph. 

Tar Inpran Name or Locan.—The Indian name, 
Logan, socelebrated in the American annals, appears 
to have been derived from James Logan, who bequeath 
ed the Loganian Library to the citizens of Philadelphia, 
and who lived so long in the vicinity of this town. For 
a period of near fifty years, James Logan had the care 
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and management of the Indians. In a letter which we 
have seen of his, to the Penn family, he says that in all 
other things he had been saving and economical, except 
in his intercourse with the Indians; in that he had been 
highly generous and liberal, believing that justice and 
policy equally demanded it. One of the chiefs named 
Wingohocking, proposed to Logan an exchange of 
names in the Indian fashion; this being agreed to, the 
Indian took the name of Logan, and the name of the 
chief, Wingohocking, was given to the creek running 
through the Stenton grounds, and which runs on the 
north side of this town. This is said and believed to 
be the origin of the Indian name Logan! Ww. 


Woon.—It is rather a singular fact, that the present 
prices of wood, in Philadelphia, are at lower average 
rates, than they are in this place. In the city, hickory 
sells from $6 50 to $7, and oak at from $4 50 to $5. In 
this place, the former sells at from »7 to $7 50, and the 
latter from $6 to $6 25. It is also unaccountable, that 
marketable produce, generally, is disposed of at higher 
average rates here, than in the regular city markets, — 
Germantown Telegraph. 


PuricapEerputia, Dec. 11, 1833, 

Ata meeting of the Underwriters and Merchants of 
Philadelphia, held at the Coffee House, this day— 

Robert Waln, Esq. was called to the Chair, and G, 
Ralston,acted as Secretary. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That this meeting consider a Trigonomet- 
rical Survey of the River and Bay of Delaware, as far 
out as eight miles from the Cape, would be of great ad- 
vantage to the Commerce of this and the adjoining 
States, and that application be made to the United 
States Government for a survey as early as convenient. 

Also— 

Resolved, that this meeting consider the re-building 
of the Light House on the Brandywine Shoal, as essen- 
tial to the safe navigation of the Delaware, and that 
application be made to Government to have this ac- 
complished. 

Ordered that these proceedings be published in all 
the City papers, 

ROBERT WALN, Chairman. 

Gerarp Ratston, Secretary. 


Capacity or Canat Boats.—A considerable increase 
has taken place of late in the size of canal boats. A boat 
carrying fifty-four tons of coal descended our cana] last 
week. The average capacity of our canal boats built 
a few years ago did not exceed thirty tons, and there 
are some which carried no more than twenty-five tons; 
but here in the instance mentioned is an increase of 
nineteen tons. Now if the capacity of this boat should 
be made the standard in the construction of the boats 
hereafter, we conceive that an important benefit would 
result to all parties interested,boat owners,boatmen and 
shippers. —Miner’s Journal. 
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PHILADELPHIA, DEC. 28, 1833 


With this number dlones ‘the ‘present volume, for 
which, the Index will be delivered with an early num- 
ber of the next. 


The Law abolishing Lotteries in this State, takes ef- 
fect from and after the 31st instant. 


The weather is mild for the season. 


Exratum.—On page 408, for ,500, read 19,300, as 


the total gallons of Oil. r— ‘ 


i 








«rT 





EH or PE be So 





* 





